A meeting of Goring Heath Parish Council was held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 8th January 2015 at 8pm.

Present:  Chairman Nick Henry, Councillors, Peter Dragonetti, Nick Elsome, Richard Greenford, Tim King and Martin Wise, also present Caroline Hadley, parish clerk and Tom McCulloch the Community Development manager at ORCC.
1. Apologies for Absence, Marjo McGee, Kevin Bulmer and Pearl Slatter.
2. Minutes of the last meeting, 11th December 2014 were signed as correct. 
3. Matters Arising. There were no matters arising.
4. Pennyroyal as a Rural Exception Site. Tom McCulloch the Community Development Manager at ORCC discussed the possibility of using the site owned by SODC at Pennyroyal for affordable housing. Possibly around 8 homes, this would be mainly social rented housing or possibly shared ownership.  The exact number would depend on the need identified locally. He had come to the meeting to find out if the parish council were interested in pursuing this idea and if so could he then go ahead with a housing needs survey. Before the idea could go any further there needed to be parish council support and proof of local need. At present there are 16 people listed on the register for Goring Heath. The meeting were all in favour of the scheme and agreed that Tom should go ahead with a housing need survey of Goring Heath initially before looking at the housing need in Woodcote. There is a covenant put on rural exception sites which means that the housing cannot be sold off privately. 
5. Parish Hall. There will be a quiz held at the hall in March. An energy Efficiency audit of the hall had been carried out with the help of funding from TOE this had suggested that the insulation in the roof could be improved, foil could be placed behind the radiators and the heating could be turned up and down by remote control. 
6. Newsletter/Website. It was pointed out that the internet connection needed to be added to the information on the hall on the website. I was decided that the length of the police report was far to long for the newsletter and to ask for a shortened version or to just give a web link to the whole report in future. 
7.  Recreation Ground. Peter would look at the bolts on the swings. Nick Elsome would look into the costings for the new fencing for Garton End play area. 
8. District Councillors Report. None
9. County Councillors Report. Kevin’s report had been circulated via email.  
10. Planning and Unauthorised Developments. 
P14/S4035/HH Briar Cottage Collins End Goring Heath RG8 7RN Single and two storey rear and side extensions and alterations. No Strong Views.
P14/S3480/FUL Woodlands Bridle Road Whitchurch Hill RG8 7PR Proposed erection of a Code 5 dwelling with associated parking and amenity.(amendment to the design of the scheme as shown by drawings accompanying email from Agent dated 17 December 2014) should be refused

P14/S3937/FUL Ivydene Crays Pond RG8 7QG Erection of two-storey three-bedroom dwelling and new access. Should be refused
11. Finance.  The January bank statement had not arrived there had been £13,153.61 in the bank on 3 December it was estimated that there would be around £12,400 in the bank at the beginning of January.  The following cheques were drawn and authorised
	301394

	January Newsletter

	£270.00


	301395

	Get Mapping subscription

	£33.60


	301396

	H M Revenue & customs

	£72.60


	301397

	Clerks Salary December

	£257.40


			£633.60



	

	


12.  Precept 2015/16 The budget for the forthcoming year was discussed and the precept for 2014/15 was set at £16,500 a reduction of £500 on the previous year.
13. War Memorial Martin and Peter had been to the Whitchurch parish council but the suggestions for the improvements to the war memorial had been met with a mixed reception the main concern being the cost. Goring Heath parish council felt that most if not all of the cost could be met through grants and donations but that they needed the enthusiastic support of Whitchurch to go ahead with the scheme. Michael McFadden would help with the application for grants. The scheme could be broken down into a minimum of just improving the access and erecting an information board up to implementing the whole scheme. 
14. Increase in toll on Whitchurch Bridge. The Bridge Company was intending to increase the toll from 40p to 60p and set the concessionary toll at 45p. Richard had asked for an extension on the consultation period as the Bridge Company have not liaised as required. Whitchurch parish council have also responded. The chairman thanked Richard for this. 
15. Defibrillator for the Red Telephone Boxes. The idea of putting defibrillators in the two telephone boxes in the parish was on hold until further information had been obtained. 
16. Neighbourhood Plan. No developments, this item to come off the agenda for the next meeting
17. Linking the Footpath to Goring. Peter has done a report to send to Keith Stenning . 
18. Crays Pond/ Tinepits. John Rodgers had been in touch as the level was unusually low but it was felt that was due to the success of the swales .  
19. Working Parties. There would be a change of date for the next one.
20. Correspondence. None that had not been discussed in other matters.  
21. AOB.  Town Lane had been made unusable by contactors. The wire netting was coming off one of the boards over the grips on the footway to Crays Pond. The Crays Pond residents would like the speed limit reduced in Crays Pond .The parish council had tried many times to achieve this but with no luck it would be worth suggesting to the CP residents that they complain to OCC.
22. Date of the next meeting will be Thursday 12th February 2014 at 8pm 
The meeting finished at 10.20 pm
Goring Heath Parish Council Minutes January 2015
 
page 1 of 2

